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I bleſt is he! albeit unknown'to fame, 


Who lives with modeſt competence ſeeure,' | + 


— — 8 - * 


The ſons of care true happineſs miſname: 
For fancied good a thouſand ills endure _ 56701 vl 
Forſake the happy port where all is'ſure;; *2> 01/7 
The winds defy, - or: truſt the dang'rous v 
Or dig, for ſordid gain, with hands impure; 
The ſoldier's toil, the battle's terror brave, 7 iN 


Tho! few and ſhort are all our wants this ſide the 
grave. hes nd eld 
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Such is his lot, who from temptation free 


Of conſcience ſhipwreck'd, and of honour ſold, 
Can ſafely fail o'er life's advent'rous ſea; 
Nor idly change his peace for ſpecious gold; 
Amid the venal worthleſs tribe enroll'd, 

; V hom fraudulent ſucceſs and fortune sud; 
Or whom the toils of guilty traffic hold: 
Alas! deceiv'd, they ſandy ftruftures build, 
Whoſe coffers are with ſpoils of vile oppreſſion fill'd. 


a . 


Such is his lot, who boſom'd mid the trees, 45 
Where frames the cawing rook his penſile neſt, 
A tap'ring ſpire, a modeſt manfion ſees 
By ſome kind patron's friendly bounty bleſt ; » 
Who calls his own the ſeat of ſacred reſky 
| Where reign-unbroken quiet, claſſic eaſe, 
The heart elate, by nn IN 

While gratitude its hourly tribute pays 
A To him, with ſweet content and peace who. crowns 


his days. 
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What though-n6'gilded:roof his houſe ator 
No ſumptuous furniture, no coſtly plate; Fo iT 
Let not the ſons of ſplendid lux ry corn a 
The ſmoother tenor. of his happier ſtate: ; 
Their pleaſures ſtill a thouſand wants create- 
Simplicity within his manſion reign; 51 . 
Prudence and quiet ever guard the gate; 
He knows, he feels no artificial pains; e 
But bleſs d by ey temperance kt "ow main- 

tains. 


Where the clipp'd yew-tree frowns, in gloomy 
A dragon green, or ſpreading peacock wells; 
The graſs-plat ſmooth; the whiten'd paliſade, 11 
And pillars ſquare, like watchful centinels, | | 
Explain where ſnug our happy vicar dwells :' © | 
While heart-born ſmiles ſit dimpling in his face- 
Exact on ſundays to the call of bells? 
His week - day's dinner ſeals With haſty gr 160 
On ſabbaths feaſts to keep the way" in n caſe, 


1 


That ceaſelels eee n 3 a of 
Where nodding flowrets ſtooping drink their fill 4 
And ope gay eyes, refreſh'd, fantaſtick grown. 
And there the gaudy tulip's pomp is known; - | || 
The bluſhing roſe, mentor of virgin pride; 
Woodbines with mn hung cluſtring 
„een; | 3 ag won oh 
The Jaſmine meek. 3 pure; ao more „ 
That make a paradiſe and ſcent the ſummer tide. 


But moſt his luſcious fruits with gliſtering eye, 
That cloath the ſunny wall he will commend, 

The while he ſhews, how they all fruits outvie, 
| There bids them hg ſpread, - ho bids * 

| bend. dee geg ds e u 

| How loans the bluſhing 8 his command; 

| | The neftarine rich, where ſummer's bounties Mc 

The conſcious plumb that from the ſpoiler's hand 

Loft bloom bemoans, like worth Tad. ſtain d by) 5 

= ſlander's brand. 


th. IP: on, , nature's friend; they esst 
There emulative tuneful pow'rs diſplay; 5 n ban 


The conſcious maſter's daily, viſits eee WOW. 
And fill with grateful melody his bleſt retreat. 


Not all for pleaſure, herbs for uſe;deſign'd, / 7 
To the main chance looks for | 
And ſubliance | holds aboye;r y ſhew 
For penny ſay'd,” A ——— 1 fach — 1 
And there, with heart compact, the cabbage 
With trickling drops begem d that bright ly g 
There nodding onions rang'd like 
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Uprears _ mw 3 . his fp ir) bead oils clara 2 
Child of | ſnug cole TY ative fand; II 92 
The ſluggard carrot fleeps his days in bed; © | | 


4 k 


The cripple pea, alone that cannot ſtand,” ba 


8 


The bean, whoſe tempting ſweets the bees nie; 
The artichoke in fcaly*atmourgrand;” 2 
With more, that may nice epicure delight,” 24101 


4 3 
12 1 


And dainties yield to glad the fickle — C 


There ach upon his bed Abe Ul 2 
Cool cuciimiber his erecping arms extend, 
Rough-coated melon ſhoots kis tender vie,. 
Like worth, whom aſpect rude, ill tecondinerids.” * 
In jeſtful mood the maſter tells hi! s friends PL 39k 
How cauliflower, like doctor's wig fo White 
All flower exceeds: a joke much mirth that lends * 
For never jeſt ſo ſtale, or wit ſo trite, = ky blog, 97261 2. 
In little minds that cannot raiſe ſuprer 
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There ioo the curnant hangs its loaded head; 
Pomona's pearls and orimſon gems all bright. / [41 
Plethorie gooſeberries, amber, Leong or red,” T% 
Whoſe giant: fize may rivalſhip excite 
With harmleſs pride nice culture's. care ths 0 


— 


And there the ſtrawberry, mid her veil of g 
Baſhful with modeſt face ſhrinks back from . 
True virgin beauty bluſhing to be ſeen: 
And what ſo ſweet as — in beauty's mein? 


His court in troops the buſy poultry crowd, 
That clamorous jar with multi farious ſound; © © 
There ſweeps his ſwelling wing the turky proud 0 TR 
With ire his ſcarlet wattles reach the ground. 
If ſcarlet but appear, emblem of wound, IA 
And war. Ah how unlike the lady fair 
Or monarch race. The cock there 1 round 


# i 


His ſubject wives, with clarion pierces igy 917 3H L 


When for the egg new- laid they cackle 4 


. ", * 1 
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1 There t _ i Rocks the coving «ig 

With ever-changeful neck and ruby eye, 

For aye they love, and dalkance ſoft invite, 9 

In rivalſhip and fond endearments vie; 1 Non " 
Or baſk on ſunny ridge with neck awr y). 
And there the patient kine contented ſtand; - |: 
With buſy tail they laſn the ſaucy fir. 
While fragrant udders aſk the friendly han, 
And the full pail o'erflows with wealth of Canaan 
land, 


His og of aue white ants pond, L 
Like well-rang'd fleets, ſail down in wat'ry race; 
Or for their goſlings grey ſo anxious, fond, © - | \/ 
All on the gree: aun 1 
With hiſſes loud; with terror in his face. 
: And tearful eye, he runs, and ſereaming ſhrill. 10 
The chequer'd duck p 'OUC of each changeful grace 
Shakes from his azure wing the trickling rill, 
Or nimbly diving hunts his prey with buſy bill. 
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Deep in his cellar Jurks'the treaſur d port 

By friend procut'd, and friend deſign'di to cheer '/ 
Whoſe ruby lips in ſmiling glaſſes court. 
And bid the frown of ſorrow diſapp ear 
And brown October kept for many à year, at 1 K 
With native powers that proudly boaſts to ſhine; 
Jealous of foreign claim, and ſparkling clear. 
There too a ſtore of bireh or gooſeberry wine 
That wins his lady's praiſe,” when ſtrangers come to 

dine. 
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Nor be forgot the 40 s decent pride, 
With elittering veſſels ſhining round in — {ft © 
That brimming yield as rich a neQarine tide” 
As Jove's celeſtial Galaxy oerflows :* 
Which blooming like hepatica in ſnows | © 
'The comely virgin tends with OL? e:ttis 
Her ſkin ſo white, her cheek with beauty , 
Mueh prais'd her luſcious cream, her cheeſes ll 
M uch are they prais'd, but more the maiden bluſh- 

ing fair. 
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His horſe — may frog ee goal]. 
Within the filent church-yard's clofe domain; 
And -muſe upon each moral-graven ſtone, 

But ſeldom conſcious of the galling rein. 
Yet he, to muſing much averſe, one grain 
Of corn, than meditation more eſteems: 

One tuft - of graſs had rather he attain. 
So Alderman. the feaſt of reaſon dee 
And fleſb, alas! not ſpirit fills his waking dreams. 
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Nor wants he reverence due; that dear deli ght 
Of whatſoe' er degree, of high or Ilox. I 
No mind ſo. humble but will claim this right; 
This deareſt commerce ſocial compacts know ; 3 
For with this jealous claim all boſoms glow. . = 
For this the courtier, whom proud titles deck, £7 ; 
Now aims to rule, now ſervilely will bow: iT , 
To higher rank can cringe, and ſtoop the neck, 
Full glad to catch the favour'd ſmile, and watch 
each beck. 
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Vet he; ente the „eat „ 
An haughty tyrant, and an abjett ſa ves. 
With fond complacence eyes the menial crowd; +: | 


That at his levee wait, and fayour crave 31517 oi 


Where golden fools and every fawning knave'» +] 
The ready welcome meet. The little mind 

Can ne'er with native dignity: behave e; 
Tho' rais'd, ſtill ever low; tho' free,” conſin'd: 
End On are found: the meaneſt of mankind 


How better far reſpe, when free beſtow'd 28 nA 


The ready deference of the fimple heart; 

For worth confeſs d, for excellence allow'd, 

Which virtue's friends to virtue's worth impart; 
Above diſguiſe, above the reach of mimic art. 
The generous ſoul alone taſtes ſolid praiſe; ; 

Mere ſpecious gold is brought to flattery' 8 enart,; 

In vain attempts the abject mind to raiſe; 

One ready mite all coſtly tribute far outweigs. 
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ee ee charitable deed; 5 39 Y 
And him they love, becauſe the poor man's "_ e: 
His breaſt for vex'd affliction knows to bleed ; | | // 

His pray'rs: confole,/his'cares the fick-attend ; > /-i! 1 

The cheering cordial he will kindly ſend; 8 t,’ 

Nor frowns at want or pain his friendly door. 

He will advice or free aſſiſtance lend 

Conyiric'd-that heav'nly bounty glads his tote; v.11 

He grateſul gives a portion back, to bleſs the poor. 
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And him a wight of learning deep they hold 3 H 
Of cunning books he owns a wondrous ftore ; al 1 
And many a tale. is, in half whiſper, tolo, 
Of what theſe books contain, all ſcrawled deer 
With ſtrange device; in which he wont to pore: 
And letters crooked, of ſuch doubtful guiſe, | 
The frightful magic page, of monſtrous fize. 

| Ah! heav'n defend the man, who proves that en- 

terprize. | 


- 
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That he, no doubt, can conjure, well is known ; 
No haggar'd witch e'er dares approach his face: 


For laying ghoſts much vaunted his renowu, 
And ſtolen goods with ſkill he knows to trace, 
Let thief conceal in e'er ſo ſecret place. of eh 
And many a erime his power has brought to light. - 
For when the bible-book forth comes, diſgrace. 
Each trembling wretch will ſeize, with'pale affright; 
He dares = not land that teſt, confeſling all outright, 


Near by a ſolitary wood there ſtanlds 


A cot, by witch once own'd, decrepid, old; 


Rheum in her eyes, with palſy ſhook her hands; 

Much to her cat ſhe mumbled, much would ſcold; 
And gather'd' ſticks, to cheat the winter's cold. 

Her oft in ſhape of hare hunters purſuedʒ; 


Yet puſs eſcap'd each hound, or ſwift, or bold. 
Our parſon's certain aim, at length, ſhe rued; HET. 
Of filver was the ball, and blood her ſteps bedew'd; 
B 
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Once the ſear d * or thro' gloomy grove, | 
Or path-worn mead, amid the ſhade of night 


Ne'er dar'd alone, with venturous feet to rove, 


Such various forms aſſum'd a reſtleſs ſpright : : 

An headleſs horſe ſometimes , and all in white, 
And then with ſaucer eyes, all dread to view, 
Some dark · done deed he wiſh'd to bring to light; 
But him the prieſt ſoon laid: how, none yet knew, | 
But every grandam ſays «tis as the goſpel true.” 


When thro! the village forth he takes his way, 
Their paſtor kind they emulouſly greet; 


nin ruſtic guiſe obeiſance they pay; 


Both old and young, whom he may chance to meet, 

Or palfied fick, or age with failing feet. 

They curtſey quaint, they doff the hat full low, 
For bleſſings oft they earneſt pray'r repeat, 

And bid the nimbler infants run, with bow _ 

Profound to hail whom God' s true prophet they 


avow. 
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But when ihe ſabbath claims its ſacred reſt, 
And ſweet the bells thro' echoing vallies chime” | 
Then forth in village pride ſo ſprucely dreſt 
They ſeek the temple's holy porch betime; 
And wait his coming, while with look ſublime 
He walks, mid bowing rows; with clerk behind;/ 
A man well vers'd in Sternhold's quainter n 5] 
Who boaſts full well the leſſons all to find, [ 
To pitch the voice, and read - = - fave crabbed words 
- unkind. 

The ſurplice next of ſnowy white he holds, 
And round the good man's ſhoulders lightly throws; 
Or amply ſpreads, or ſmooths the wrinkled folds; 
Then to his throne with pomp elate he goes 
And there, the pray'r begun, with vocal noſe, 
Amen! he cries, or pſalms repeats full Ioud, 
King David's pious praiſe, or Iſrael's woes ; 
Or leſſon reads, of oratory proud. 


Scarce in his mind the parſon equal is allow'd. 
| B 2 
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But who in humble verſe Anden We 
The pride of clerk, who ſinger's ſeat aſcends? 
The pſalm he names, and pitches all in fate, 
And to the quire melodious aid he lends ;j/ 

Where each diſdaining to be loſt, nor blends 

With other voice his own Stentorian ſounds ; - | 
The ſcreaming treble ſhrill with baſe contends ; 


Loud for pre-eminence fierce ſtrife abounds ; | 
' Diſcord preſides, and diſmal diſcord all confounds, g 
A man he is of aſpe& prim, demure, 
Nor of importance ſmall himſelf he deems; 3 
And full of holy zeal for doctrine pure; 
And often high diſputes he holds gainſt ſchemes af 
Of all whom he moſt heretic eſteems, > 
And thinks we ne'er ſhall thrive till all ſhall burn, 
Or who from church diſſents, or who blaſphemes. 
: And much he fears, leſt fatal days return, ; 
When bloody men ſhall cauſe both church and ſtate 


to mourn. 
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Nor abs his muſcles diſcompoſe, :H © 
That ruſted by diſuſe all joke def; 
When ſtarch and ſolemn he to wedding goes, 

Nor heeds the looks of ruſtic, leering fly : - 
Yet he himſelf can jeſt in method dtʒ 
: But cautious then recalls the truant ſmile, - 


Leſt he may loſe accuſtom'd dignity, - +144 4 
Thus many a dunce more dull, by artful wile/, 
Wiſdom affects, and gaping ignorance can beguile. 


Nor be his garb forgot; whate'er relates 
To man pompoſe does pomp acquire therebß; 
The ſolemn curls that cover learned pates 


Do ever vulgar wigs by far outvie: ide 0 
And dull is he who cannot well delery x; 3d 
The wearer's character from wig alone. 1944 


And even when the parſon's ſelf was mgh,-. 
Our clerk in tate ſtill undiminiſh'd ſnone 
But he by garb is leſs than ſelf-complacence known: 
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His coat, that once was dark as ſable night, 
From ſtealthful time ſome tints of fading took ; + 
| Though often, often bruſh'd in labour's ſpite ; . 
For coats like men muſt daily change their look : 
Nor aye in youthful verdure bloom, but * 
His iron rod; yet oft the back it gracd 0 M 
Of Denmark's prince, who rage to tatters ſhook 
In neighbouring barn, where much at eve ſolac'd, 


= The ruſtic audience view'd the ghoſt in armour 
[ brac'd. 


o = % 444 
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But when the holy text is nam'd, they look N 
With earneſt ſtare, and feature fix'd, intent, 
While ever ſtill they tumble o'er the box 

To trace the verſe and chapter fully bent; 


Nor heed, meantime, the preacher's argument: 
From hand to hand the ſacred leaf goes round, 
And as they ſearch the ſermon half is ſpent; 

The doctrine prov'd, ere yet the theme is found, 


N 


And much they praiſe if very learned words abound. 
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And much in holy myſtery he deals, 
As learned, ſage divines have done before; 
And doctrine he from ancient labour ſteals; 
A pious fraud allow'd in cleric lore, _ 
Which modern doctors think no fin, and more 
As ſwells his voice aloud, his hearers praiſe. 
Some chain'd in holy lumber, loudly Inore; 
More wakeful ſome their pious eyes upraiſe; 
Declare they never finer heard in all their days. 


Ah how unlike is he to eity prieſt, 
With kerchief white, and ſmartly powder'd hair; 
That does the ears of fimp'ring ladies feaſt, _ 
And wears the di'mond ring on hand ſo fair; 
And minces every word with niceſt care, 
And brings from theatre each phraſe genteel; 
Till nymphs delighted him ſo ſweet declare 
The prettieſt preacher, who at once can ſteal 
Their hearts, and wake both mortal love, and holy [ 


zeal. 
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Our vicar's cares are few, and light his dreams 
Nor wealth , nor curſt ambition fill his brain 36 
But every change of empire bad he deem; 
Each innovation thinks the fouleſt ſtain 
: To doctrines, which he glories to maintain, 
Or to the ſtate ; and ſettled in tus creed 
To him all'change of things is preach'd in vain; 
Save what new biſhop may in turn ſucceed, _ 
Whoſe gooſe may fit, what neighbour's: ſow may 


chance to breed. 


Yet vain his hope, who in this toilſome life, 
Would ſmooth uninterrupted pleaſures find. 
From ſickneſs, and from yearly teeming wife, 
Some flying clouds will croſs the happieſt mind; 
Care, like its ſhadow, follows Joy behind : 

The nation's wealth, by ſome tis underſtood, t 
From population ſprings our lady kind 
With annual preſent multiplies her brood; 
And patriotic labours for the public good. 
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Then fad lite will intervene... 799 ff r |; 
Of tithes withheld, and of vexatibus law. 
br” modus here obtrudes his nopes, between; 
His dues may fail, his bargains have a flaw<:-* 1 
His rights an artful litigant withdraw; 134889 iT. 
Repairs exacted, chimney giv n to ſmcke: 
And much expence which prudence ne'er e * 
For ills on ills will temper ſmooth provoke, 
And little rubs will ſometimes gall the. apache 


. ö 4 (184343 


Oft with the eee n fee conteſt 
riſe: od amabh aovoled aod enigo is 12679 bak 
So proud, fo jealous of prerogati ve. iT 
For in alternate ſtate, like wee if; bruor A 
Of breathing peace, and frequent war 5 live: 
Such cauſe of quarrel. jarring intereſts give :- 
In veſtry too tumultuous high debate | 
Churchwarden arrogant and poſitivee, | 
With ſurly pride of office all elate;, 10 tn & 
And cruel overſeer, that holds the poor in hae, 
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| The ladies too important quarrels vexz 
Of flights, of indecorum they complain, 3 
Well may ſuch themes philoſopher perplex, 

To ſettle all the rights of female pain, 
" The curtſy half return d, with cold diſdain, 
When modiſh couſins, all ſo grand from town, 
Her ears with courtly converſe entertain, 
Our parſon's wife is held on ſmall renown; ; 
And ſearce on her, while viſit laſts, the dame looks 


3 0 \ 
But when at peace, and hand in hand they walk, 
And grateful calm her halcyon days beſtows; 
The parſon loves of Oxford pranks to talk, 
As round the table mirth convivial grows, 


3 And ſparkling high the cheerful cup o'erflows. 


Then will he ſpeak of proQors' hair-breadth ſeape; 
The oſt- told tale each ſeated gueſt fore- knows, 
Of impoſitions, ſchemes, and frequent ſcrape, 
And nightly. how they quaff d the mellow juice of | 


There ſit his table fraqingy gueſts around, 
The juſtice with ſolemnity of face, ; 
Who talks' of fiatutes paſs'd, in lay profound, 
The ſcourge and terror of the thieviſh race, 
And hapleſs wanton mark. d with foul diſgrace. 
The apothecary fond to make them ſtare, 
While he in learned words explains each caſe” © 
Of ſkilful cures, and of diſtempers rare, * qo. 
And ſhews, how een in ſpite f 'phyfic death will 

pare 1 * ; . . 

. n i 3015 eee Sh then 
The ſquire, who only talks of- * or hound, 
Or lofiy hedge o erleap d, or five-barr'd gate: 
His mind in kennel, or in ſtable found. 
All other converſe meets his perfect hate. | 

Books he deteſts, and every grave debate be 

By income bove his huntſman rais'd alone,; 
Boaſts of his ſteed, and of his large eſtate; /// it. 
Lavghs at dull jokes, but loudeſt at his won, 
While by the frequent oath the vacant mind is 


n 


| known. 


by 


To aul bis field, — 3 bh 
To talk of raiſing tithes, or fave his hg 5; 5 
To e ee or abſent church-Glk chidez 


® 


Fir ar Gappier | he than drone in college hive, 
On books who pores his ſullen hopeleſs years; 
Belov'd by none, and buried yet alive, 
Whom no ſweet charity to life endears; | 
But ever wrangling with his proud compeers "7 
Friendſhip unknown, and every genial joy, 
No lovely wife his lonely ſorrows cheers, 
With drear inſipid round his pleaſures cloy, 


1 * : oY 5 * 
5 Who learning treaſures which he cannot e er employ. 


2 


"THE COUNTRY PARSON, *, 29 


Such is our favour' d parſon” s ly life, 
From cumbrous pomp, from guilty gfeatneſs free, - 
From falſe ambition, and from conſtaft ſtrifſe. 

' And bleſt, if there be happineſs, is he *® N 

Who weighs in wiſdom's ſcale felicity: 

In wiſhes circumſcrib'd will ever find 

Of human bliſs the total ſum to be. 


Care is to him alone a paſſing wind, 
Who * this n rule can — his mich: 
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